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CH OF 0S 39
ON DEVELOPING PEASANTS' INTEREST IN FARM PRODUCTION IN POLAND

Nowe Drogi, Vol VII
Warsaw, Oct 1953

(The following report of Oskar Lange, rector of the Main
School of Planning and Statistics, was given at the Ninth
Plenunm of the KC PZPR (Central Committee of the Polish United
Workers' Party), held in Warsaw on 24-30 October 1953,

The report was given at the plenum as an amplification of
the featured report of Premier Boleslaw Bierut, "Task of Party
in Struggle to Raise Standard of Living of Workers in Current
Phage of Building Socialism." An English-language translation
of Bierut's report is available in the PAP (Polish Press Agency)
release of § November 1053, pages 1-Lk.]

The theses of the Central Committee and the report of Comrade Bierut
point to the necessity ror developing the commpdity production of the in-
dividual peasant farms, whose production still is the major part of our
total agricultural production. The theses ecmphasize the need for increas-
ing the material interest of <he vworking peasants in developing over-all pro-
duction and commedity production. The application of material interest as
an incentive associated with commodity production, the predéminant part of
agricultural production, is a skillfull meens of exploiting the law of value
in strengthening the economic unity between city and village, ard at the
same time in strengthening and deepening the economic basis for a worker-
peasant alliance.

Today Comrade Minc properly called attention to the danger of one-sided
and random application of the theses. In addition to material interest, we
cannot ignore the compulsory deliveries, agricultural technology, and other
means. Briefly, I would like to make a few remarks pertaining to the prob-
lems of the working peasants' material interests.

The following are means of increasing the peasant's material interest:

The first is the principle that compulsory deliveries will rot increase
in the near future. Thus the surplus resulting from increased production will
be sold on the oven market, and will raise the income of peasant rarms.

The second is the increased supply of farm equipment, of building materials,
and of consumer goods. The possibility of obtaining indusirial articles adapted
to the needs of the village will be an incentive to increase over-all production
and commodity production. The trensf{ormation of the industrial productive struc-
ture as called for in the theses will coniribute to inereasing peasant farm pro-
duction and tie amount of agricultural products destined for the market.

It is necessary to improve the rural iradc organizations, especially the
gmina cooperatives, to utilize the opportunities created by the increased in-
dustrial production designated for rural needs. Rural trade must provide the
working peasant with both the guantity and quality of commodities required.

A socialist agricultural transformation is one of the besic aims of our
party, whose task is the building of a socialist society. We do not deny nor
can we ever deny this aim. For that reason the theses speak of strengthening
and further developing the producers cooperative movement in the village, and
offer means of realizing this aim. We must accurately inform the working

.
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Deasant of the connection between owr progran of helping the individual
peasant farms and the further develoment of tn producers cooperative
movement. On thig subject the class cnemy, the kulak and imperialist agent,
is ecusing confusion among the mass of peasants. The creny tells the small
and mediunm peasants that it is worthless to exert thenselves in order o ine
crease agricultural production, especially livestock, since they are faced
vith the prospect of Joining prod-cers cooperatives and therefore will not
benefit from the fruits of their labor.

Yesterday, Comrade Kruczel disclosed tactg eoncerning the effects of
the enemy's work. This situnation, as far as I know, is not confined solely
to Bydgoszez Wojewodztwo, e must ve prepared wo find that the enemy wilil
respond to the plenum resolubior: with intensified astion and will increase
his endeavors to persuade the working peasant trat it is worthless to in-
creagse commodity production. By intensive usel in the villaze we must oppose
the enemy's work and CXpose tie antinat icnal ani antipeasant character of
this propaganda, the purpose of Lo hindev the simall and medium
peasants from exploiting i} ‘es of increasing their income. This
bropaganda is in arreecment wis f

rediate intevests o the working
Deasants, and it is necessary o ¥ weriins peasant <o undercstand this,
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Mioreover, it i3 necessary for avery working peasant and fo- all field
activists to the convineed of tie sowriness of our Tundamental theses, that
the production Zrorih of the zmall ang ewium peasent farms does not con-
tradict the fwr-ither Growil and wiversal strengthening of the producers
¢ooperative novement. These theses represent the basis of our policy of the
soclalist transformation of agriculture. Socialist transformation of agri-
culture is not a contradiction but a further development of owr policy of in-
creasing the material interest of the work 1G peasant in the development of
individual peasant farms.

In our discussion, comrades Mine aud Stasiek called attention to vhe fact
that the road of the small and medium peasant towerd the producers cooperative
movenent is not through impoverishment of hig individual farm, but through its
full development coupled with protection from kulal exploitation. Having fully
exhausted the Possibilities for developing his ind:vidual peasant farms which
is assured to hinm by the people's state, the srall and mediwn beasant will be-
come convineed that the individual peasant rfarn limits him in increasing nis
income, and that o further increase incouwe requires a Lransfer to collective
farming. Such is the logical sequence of & policy of inereasing the working
beasants' material interest in the develo st oof thelr individual Deasant
farms, and th volley of the socinlist translormation o asriculture.

The principle of free vill in joining vrodicers ceoperatives guarantees
that the small ang medium peasant can Jnin a producers cooperative when he
believes it can be of benefit to him. Zntrnnce inte producers cooperatives
is a further sten in the exploitation of the prineiple of material interest
in increasing over-all production and cormodity production. Ouwr task is to
create conditions whieh will nmake the working veasants! entrance into pro-
ducers cooperatives increasingly advantageous; this wil, resylt in a rapid
development of the producers cooperative novement.

The settlement of legal matters pertaining to the peasanth ownership
of land will strengthen the convietion of the vorking peasant that the pros-
pect of socialist transformation of agrieulture iz no%t an obstacle to in-
creasing the income of his farm, Horeover, we must emphasize the coanection
between the level of the individual peasant farm and the material benefits
from entering producers cooperatives. The statules of lover types of pro-
ducers cooperatives provide for remuneration for the livestock contributed
by ~ach peasant before entering a producers ¢noperative. Thercfore, the more
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valuable the individual Peasant farm, the higher the renuneration for entering
the producers cooperatives. We might again study the statutes of the model
producers cooperatives from the viewpoint of eventually expanding this re-
muneration. This matter demands special study, and that is vhy I am not going
into it too deeply. I only want to present it as a problem to be worked ous.
At any rate, the lower types of producers cooperatives clearly create material
incentives for working peasants to fully develop individual farms » in case of
a later entrance into a producers cooperative.

The harmony between the working peasant's material interest in the
development of the individual farm and the development of producers cooperatives
is the basis of our policy. This rolicy must find full expression in our work
to convince the small ang medium peasants that it will pay them to develop the
over-all production and commodity production of their individual peasant. farms.

~END -
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